into battle
800 miles long, and can be entered or quitted at any convenient
point. There has been no greater impediment to the blockade
of Germany than this Norwegian corridor. It was so in the last
war, and it has been so in this war. Therefore, the British Navy
has been forced to watch an endless procession of German and
neutral ships carrying contraband of all kinds to Germany, which
at any moment they could have stopped, but which they were
forbidden to touch by those very same conventions of international
law which Germany, in this war, as in the last, has treated with
the utmost contempt.
During the last war, when we were associated with the United
States, the Allies felt themselves so deeply injured by this covered
way, then being used specially for U-boats setting out on their
marauding  expeditions,  that  the  British,   French  and  United
States Governments together induced the Norwegians to lay a
minefield in their territorial waters, across the covered way, in
order to prevent the abuse by U-boats of this channel.    It was
only natural that the Admiralty, since this war began, should
have brought this precedent—although it is not exactly on all
fours, and there are some differences—this modern and highly
respectable precedent, to the notice of His Majesty's Government
and should have urged that we should be allowed to lay a minefield
of our own in Norwegian territorial waters in order to compel
this traffic which was passing in and out to Germany to come out
into the open sea and take a chance of beiri£ brought into the
contraband control, or being captured as enemy prize by our
blockading squadrons and flotillas.    It was only natural and it
was only right that His Majesty's Government should have been
long reluctant to incur the reproach of even a technical violation
of international law.    After all, we are seeking to establish the
reign of international law, and anyone can see the dilemma upon
which those who have to consider these matters are liable to be
impaled in such a situation as that.    It is intolerable that the
good cause should suffer by respecting the conventions which
those who champion the bad cause have profited by tearing to
pieces.    But gradually, as this cruel, deadly war has deepened
and darkened, the feeling grew that it was placing an undue
burden upon the Allies to allow this traffic to continue and that it
was intolerable to watch, week after week, the ships passing down
this corridor carrying the iron ore to make the shells which will
strike down the young men of France and Britain in the campaign
of 1941.
It was, therefore, decided at last—and the scruples caused us
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